
  
 It’s that time again—graduation.  How exciting!!!  It is an honor to be 
a part of such a wonderful program.  A program that benefits so many 
across the state—children, first and foremost as well as apprentices.  It is 
amazing to witness apprentices growth from first semester, where they 
are apprehensive about beginning their journey to seeing them as gradu-
ates who become self-confident in their role as an early care and educa-
tion professional.  For that I am thankful for the dedication and hard work 
of local council representatives, executive council members and instruc-
tors.   
 
 ACDS will graduate approximately 225 apprentices across the state.  
Many of these will choose to continue their career at the college level.  All 
of these apprentices will have a better understanding of why children be-
have as they do and will be able to help young children to be the best 
they can be.  This is a testament to each of you working with the ACDS 
program and the part that you have played in shaping the lives of so 
many children.  You should be very proud of your role.  Again, I can’t 
thank you enough and I am proud of each of you. 
 
        Sherrie 
 

 

INSTRUCTORS NEEDED 

The ACDS program is currently in need of instructors across the 
state.  Qualifications to become an instructor: 
 
As an ACDS instructor, you are responsible for planning a weekly three-
hour session based on prescribed curriculum guidelines.  You will need to 
study the curriculum and decide how to arrange the schedule for the most 
effective presentation of the material.  Instructors also need to develop a 
syllabus and class schedule for each class session, tests, and special 
assignments. 
 
• Minimum BA degree in Early Childhood or related field with emphasis in               

early  childhood education. 

●     Knowledge of and experience in: 
Physical Development 
Cognitive Development 
Literacy and Language Development 
Social and Emotional Development 
Direct teaching of adult learners 
Direct support to early childhood staff 
 

●     One year minimum experience working directly with young children 
 

• Be a registered STARS trainer on the WVSTARS system or agree to  
      become one before teaching ACDS. 
 
If you interested in becoming an ACDS Instructor, please contact the 
ACDS office at 304-523-0433.  
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ACDS NEWSLETTER 

Are you looking for a new ad-
venture?   

Then  
MENTORING  

is for you. 
 
 

Are you a committed, experienced 
early care and education profes-
sional who loves to share their ex-
perience and knowledge with oth-
ers? 
 
 
Have you been looking for new 
challenges, rewards, recognition, 
and continued development? 
 
 
If you answered yes, please con-
tact Enola Foust at 304-972-6400. 

Sherrie Barrett 
ACDS Coordinator 

611 7th Avenue, Suite 208 
Huntington, WV 25701 
304-523-0433, EXT 404 

1-866-WVA-ACDS 
FAX:  304-697-6613 
sbarrett@rvcds.org 

Enola Foust 
ACDS Coordinator 

The Learning Tree House 
315 Rogers Street 

Princeton, WV 24740 
304-972-6400 

FAX:  304-431-3110 
ekrfoust@hotmail.com 



Adkins, Joan, Cabell County—304-697-4600 
Aguilar, Melissa, Regional WIB—1-866-253-3611 
Debbie Backus, Grant/Hardy/Hampshire/Mineral Counties— 
1-877-982-2322 
Sherrie Barrett, ACDS Coordinator—1-304-523-0433 
Bentz, Karen, Wood County—304-485-2668 
Willetta Bollinger, Mountain Heart R & R—1-877-862-3103 
Suzi Brodof, RVCDS—304-523-3417, Ext. 208 
Michelle Buchanan, Mercer County—1-304-324-0452 
Dr. Kathy Butler, Glenville State College—304-462-4119 
Kitty Byus, Putnam County—304-757-0319 
Melanie Clark, WVDHHR—1-304-558-0971 
Loretta Compton, Harrison County—1-304-623-1665 
Judy Curry, WV DHHR—1-304-558-7980 
Lucinda Curry, Mountain State University—1-304-615-6574 
Sarah Dick, Marshall University—1-304-696-3180 
Michael Ferrari, Office of Apprenticeship—1-304-260-9137 
Erin Fincham, Randolph County —1-304-338-6692 
Enola Foust, ACDS Coordinator—1-304-972-6400 
Jane Haddox, Mason County—1-304-675-4956 
Dr. Jo Harris, Comm. Tech. College@WV Tech—304-442-3226 
Mary Heckert, Gilmer County—1-304-462-4440 
Julie Keel, Raleigh County—1-304-255-9228 
Rita Kelly, Pocahontas County—1-304-799-6001 
Laura Kiser, Coordinator of WVDE—304-558-7010 
Chuck Loudin, Upshur County—1-304-473-8348 
Jan Michael, Tucker County—1-304-478-2771 

Jeff Michael, Office of Apprenticeship—1-304-623-0916 
Ken Milnes, Office of Apprenticeship—1-304-623-0916 
Cindy O’Brien, Monongalia County—304-296-4954 
Robyn Ooten, Logan County—1-304-583-8316, Ext. 126 
Mary Quick, Jackson/Roane County—1-304-927-4342 
Paula Marrone-Reese, Jefferson/Berkeley/Morgan Counties—
1-304-264-0139 
Gail Ronat, Summers County—1-304-466-5389 
June Santee, Kanawha County—1-304-768-3657 
Marla Short, Nicholas County—1-304-846-4479 
Terri South, Monroe County—1-304-772-3381 
Pam Stacy, Logan County—1-304-583-8316 
Connie Stout, Gilmer/Calhoun—1-304-462-4119 
Debbie Taylor, Preston County—1-304-329-0400, Ext. 126 
Maxine Taylor, Webster County—1-304-226-5000 
Janet Tichnell, Marion County—1-304-333-0150 
Joyce Tucker, WVDHHR—1-304-558-5617 
Pam Waddell, McDowell County—1-304-862-2837 
Karen Wade, Bureau of Apprenticeship —1-304-347-5795 
Nadine Wilson, Hancock/Marshall County—1-304-232-2250 
Terri Wontrobski, Greenbrier County—1-304-647-6470 
 
 
 
 
 

ACDS State  Executive Council Representatives 

 
  

 Helping Children Express Angry Feelings 
 
1. Let a child know that anger is a natural and normal feeling. 
      Children often grow up believing that they should only express “good” feelings such as love and happiness  
      and that “bad” emotions like anger should be kept concealed.  Children should be encouraged to express how  
      they feel and that you understand those feelings. 
 
2. Encourage children to talk it out rather than take it out on others. 
      Suppressed anger can lead to withdrawing, being overly concerned about other’s opinions, or misdirecting  
      those feelings at another person.  Aggressive actions like hitting or throwing things is unacceptable.  Children  
      should be encouraged to talk about why they are angry through words such as, “I’m mad!” or “I don’t like it  
      when you take my toy”.  Listen closely to the child and do not minimize or deny their feelings. 
 
3. Demonstrate your ability to handle your own anger. 
      Be a good example.  When you feel angry, don’t say or do things you wouldn’t want a child to copy. 
 
 
Teaching children to handle their anger is not an easy task.  The goal should be to reduce the potential to harm 
someone, maintain self-control and to use anger as a source of energy to get problems solved.  
 

 
 
 
 
          Sherrie Barrett 



ACDS Executive Council Meeting—Choices R & R, Parkersburg, WV 
 May 7, 2009 from 10:00—3:00 
Journeyperson’s Seminar—Flatwoods Days Inn, Flatwoods, WV 
 May 8, 2009 from 9:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 
Instructor’s Update—Flatwoods Days Inn, Flatwoods, WV 
 May 9, 2009 from 9:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 
Instructor’s Academy—RVCDS, Huntington, WV 
 June 22-26, 2009 
 
 
    
 
   PLEASE CALL SHERRIE BARRETT                                                          
   AT 523–0433, EXT. 404 OR  
   ENOLA FOUST AT 304-972-6400 
   FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

Calendar of  Events Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1.  Is there an income restriction to be eligible  
     for an ACDS scholarship? 
     No, it is solely based on availability of  
     funds and whether the person is an  
     ACDS graduate.  
                  
 
2.  How do I apply for a scholarship? 
      Call 304-558-0530 or e-mail  
      bowe@hepc.wvnet.edu 
 
 
3.  Can I get a scholarship more than once? 
     Yes, you can reapply each semester and  
     get it as long as money is available. 
 
 

What is a Journeyperson’s Seminar? 
 

• It is a 6 hour WVSTARS registered training.   
 
• It is only available to ACDS graduates (Journeypersons). 
 
• It is always led by trainers registered on WVSTARS. 
 
• It always focuses on the newest information relevant to early childhood 

professionals. 
 
• It gives ACDS graduates an opportunity to bond with other ACDS gradu-

ates from around the state. 
 
• It gives journeypersons (ACDS graduates) a stipend to help cover their 

travel to attend the seminar. 
 
• It is a hands-on training that applies to the work you do.  
 



 
The Ann Nutt ACDS Scholarship Fund 

 
 The Early Childhood community was privileged to know and work with Ann Nutt, the 
 West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources Director of Early Care and Education 
Quality Initiatives. Early childhood professionals across West Virginia were greatly saddened by her 
death on October 16, 2006 at age 52.  In her obituary her family wrote, “After a fearless and coura-
geous battle against (breast) cancer, Ann Nutt was called home to oversee God’s children and will 
forever be missed by all the lives she touched. 
 
 Ann was an active member of the Governing Board of the West Virginia Association for Young 
Children (WVAYC), the Apprenticeship for Child Development Specialist (ACDS) and served as our 
state’s representative on the NAEYC Affiliate Council.  She was an ACDS Instructor of Instructors and 
assisted other states in establishing this training program, including the training of instructors in 
Alaska.  She helped in the creation of numerous programs for superior child care including the devel-
opment of West Virginia’s Early Childhood Core Knowledge/Core Competencies and the West Vir-
ginia Early Learning Standards Framework.  She assisted in creating the Charleston Area Medical 
Center’s Lighthouse Child Development Center.  She was a member of the state leadership team 
working to implement the Universal Pre-K Program.  She was responsible for the planning and imple-
mentation of the new State Infant/Toddler Training System. 
 
 The ACDS Executive Council has established the Ann Nutt ACDS Scholarship Fund.    One 
scholarship will be awarded in each of the six Resource & Referral regions.  If you are interested in 
receiving a scholarship, please contact Sherrie Barrett at 304-523-0433 or sbarrett@rvcds.org.  
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